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projectss bits of popular science, of practical inven-
tion, of miscellaneous humour \ political, literary, and
personal news; railroads, horses, diamonds, agricul-
ture, horticulture, pisciculture, and wine.

English stories, bon-mots, and the recorded table-
talk of their wits, are as good as the best of the
French. In America, we are apt scholars, but have
not yet attained the same perfection: for the range of
nations from which London draws, and the steep con-
trasts of condition create the picturesque in society, as
broken country makes picturesque landscape, whilst
our prevailing equality makes a prairie tameness: and
secondly, because the usage of a dress-dinner every
day at dark has a tendency to hive and produce to
advantage everything good. Much attrition has worn
every sentence into a bullet. Also one meets now
and then with polished men, who know everything,
have tried everything, can do everything, and are
quite superior to letters and science. What could
they not, if only they would ?